
Using the validation software 

Validation software is placed on the website. 

This can be used for validating the correctness of the text files generated for the upload of 

Form 5, Form 10, Form 12A and Form 3A. 

The software only checks if the data fields are in the required format and if the restrictions 

in the data fields such as max length, restrictions on special characters, data format etc have been 

followed and not the correctness of the data.  

For example the date of birth if entered as 19/05/1965 will not show any error even if the 

correct date was 19/06/1965, but if entered as 05/19/1965 there will be an error since the format is 

dd/mm/yyyy. 

The process flow for the software is as follows: 

The folder has two files. 

Click the setup.exe. 

 The software will be installed on your PC. By default it is installed in EPFO folder in the Program 

Files. 

An icon with name Validation of E-return will appear on the desktop. 

Double click the icon. 

Following screen will appear: 

 

 
 

Click “Browse”. 

 

System will ask for the text file location. 

After locating the file and clicking “OPEN”, select the Form Type. 

Then Click “Validate” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In case there is error: 

Following Screen appears: 

 

 
 

In case there is any error, the errors of each line will be listed.  

Also the text file data having errors will appear in red colour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In case the text file has no error, screen will show following: 

 

 
 

Message will come that the file is valid. 

 

The software is expected to identify the errors in the text file before it is submitted to EPFO Offices 

and to avoid problems of resubmission. 

For any problem faced or error detected, please feel free to send mail to  

epfohelpdesk@epfindia.gov.in 


